“Principals of War: Raid on Rommel”
Mr.Meetze

WWII

“Halt the Desert Fox’s Afrika Korps” July 26,1942 (100pts)
You are Major David Stirling commander of the British S.A.S. (or Special Air Services) commando detachment. You must lead your 54 Jeep mounted commandos on an attack against the Luftwaffe air base located near Sidi Haneish far behind the Axis controlled enemy lines.  The Allied success of the desert war depends on your ability to prevent the Desert Fox‘s iron monsters from obtaining some of the vital fuel necessary to achieve victory and deny the enemy access to the strategic Suez canal. 
Before you continue remember the following:
German Defenses & Military Forces:

· Landing Ground 12: 50-60 fighters and bombers located in open airfield.  Ground defense designed to stop an air attack not a ground one.
· Access to 2 20mm anti-aircraft guns, several machine guns, submachine pistols, and small explosives.  
· 500 German men currently reside around the airfield including pilots, ground crews, and support personnel as well as a few Italians.  
YOU HAVE NO PARATROOPERS, HEAVY WEAPONS, OR AIR SUPPORT!!!

Use the Map to find the following German Defenses   (A good time to neatly high-light)

· 2 Gun pits, 2 Truck Depots, and Tents.
· Identify the Airfield and Plane Locations.

British Forces: (These are yours)
· Cover Story: ‘L Detachment, Special Air Service Brigade’, Reality highly trained handpicked unit designed to conduct lightning fast raids.  

· 18 of 20 Lend-Lease American ‘Willys Jeeps’ equipped with sun compass, water condenser unit, sand channels, and daylight camouflage nets.  Passenger side mounted twin Vickers-K.303 caliber light machine gun and a single Vickers-K affixed to the rear bumper which fire 1,000 rounds per minute.  

· 4 Jeeps equipped with M-s .50-caliber Browning heavy machine gun in lieu of rear Vickers adding a superior punch designed to target vehicles and aircraft. 
· All jeeps are self sufficient with food, water, petrol and ammunition. Unfortunately at least a dozen five-gallon cans of petrol are lashed to the outside of the vehicle making it vulnerable to enemy fire.
· You will have Mark II 9mm Sten submachine guns, fragmentation grenades, satchel charges, and fighting knifes. (Look at page 47 & 49 for specs)
· Only 3 jeeps have the necessary radios designed for three 6 vehicle platoons

Geography:
· Top of fort is open to the North and East with gently rising slopes.

· Surrounding the fort is rolling countryside.
· Look at the Arial view map on page 56 for assistance.
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Task: Complete the Primary Object and as many additional Secondary Objectives as possible.  (HINT: Some Secondary Objectives Need to Be Complete Before You Attempt the Primary Objective)  You may or may not choose the following course of actions.
#1 Flying Wedge- Attack in an inverted V formation moving in a line abreast to maximize your firepower giving your men great firing positioning but will be difficult the maintain unity of command.  The formation could however lead to a high casualty rate.  

#2 Pack of Jackals- Attack independently in three packs spreading your forces across the air base inflicting maximum damage.  The formation could however lead to miscommunication and overlapping targets.
# 3 Single Column Battle Line- Attack in a single column forming a long battle line maintains control of the attack while hitting all the flanks. The formation could however does not allow you to maximize your firepower

#4 Your Own Plan-
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Each group of students will be required to type a ¾ to 1 page, single spaced, and 12 point font, Times New Roman style battle plan. (Do Not Shrink the Margins!!!!) Failure to follow the above guidelines in any fashion will result in the loss of 50% of the total grade. 


In your paper you will address all Nine Principals of war in outline form.
(40 points)
Name of Plan:
1. Mass-









2. Objective-

3. Offensive-

4. Maneuver-

5. Unity of Command-

6. Security-

7. Simplicity-

8. Surprise-

9. Economy of Force-
Next with depth, completely describe and explain your battle plan in paragraph form. 











(40points)

You will be also given 1 Final Copy Map for your group.  Clearly, Colorfully, and Neatly using pen and or makers label the map and draw in the alignment of your forces for your plan.









 (20points)
